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MILITARY 


Deported vets seek better access to benefits 


Veterans expelled for committing crimes aren’t 
setting what they rightly deserve, advocate says 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


Hector Barajas runs a disci- 
plined operation inside what’s re- 
ferred to as “The Bunker,” where 
U.S. veterans like himself who 
were deported because they com- 
mitted crimes can seek shelter or 
assistance accessing their bene- 
fits. 

The front office floors are swept 
before 9 a.m. The small dining 
area, known as the mess hall, 


is spotless. A whiteboard listing 
events, legislation and websites 
keeps veterans updated on re- 
sources available to them. 

Barajas, 40, founded the De- 
ported Veterans Support House 
in Tijuana in 2013, three years 
after he was deported for shoot- 
ing at a vehicle, for which he spent 
time in prison. 

He houses veterans there and 
helps them apply for benefits pro- 
vided by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

His organization advocates for 


legislation prohibiting the de- 
portation of U.S. veterans, but, 
while the issue persists, it seeks 
to improve the well-being of vet- 
erans not only in Tijuana but in 
other countries where they are de- 
ported. 

“If you don’t want to bring 
home deported veterans, at least 
take care of them,” said Barajas, 
who lived in Compton and served 
in the Army’s 82nd Airborne Divi- 
sion before being honorably dis- 
charged in 2001. “Make sure they 
get what they rightly deserve. 
There’s no law that says we can’t 
get VA benefits.” 

Most Americans are unaware 
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Hector Barajas, a deported Army veteran who runs a support house for 
deported vets in Tijuana, is trying to get them access to health care. 


BUSINESS 


AIMING TO DELIVE 
AMAZON TO THE LE. 


COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MORENO VALLEY 


An artist's rendering shows what a second Amazon headquarters might look like in Moreno Valley. The rendering was included in 
a fake newspaper the city produced to entice Amazon officials to choose Moreno Valley as a location for its new headquarters. 


In its pitch to be home to internet giant’s new headquarters, Moreno Valley 
vows to build monorail, produces fake newspaper and creates Alexa videos 


By Imran Ghori 
ighori@scng.com 
@ImranGhoril on Twitter 


oreno Valley officials are 
hoping a fake newspa- 
per and a monorail will 
be winning strategies to 
bring Amazon’s second headquarters 


to town. 


Both were part of a proposal sent 
last month after Amazon set off a 
frenzy of competition for its planned 
second headquarters, which would of- 
fer 50,000 high-paying jobs and $5 bil- 
lion in local investment. The inter- 
net giant received 238 proposals from 
across the nation, its website says. 

Moreno Valley officials suggested 


two possible headquarters sites that 


COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MORENO VALLEY 


An artist’s rendering of a monorail Moreno Valley officials 
proposed to build to try to get Amazon to build its new 


headquarters in the city. 


Riverside: 82.5 acres spread over 
two properties, one near the Riverside 
Municipal Airport and one in downtown 


Riverside 


March Joint Powers Authority: 161 
acres in different locations on former Air 
Force land overseen by a commission 
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could be accessed with a proposed 
monorail built from the Metrolink 
Moreno Valley/March Field station. 
The Amazon pitch was the first 
time local transportation officials say 
they’ve heard of plans for a Moreno 
Valley monorail, which experts say 
could run in the millions of dollars. 
Riverside County submitted a joint 
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Moreno Valley officials — Tim Carroll, left, media division 
manager; Mike Lee, economic development director; and Tom 
DeSantis, assistant city manager — look over the fake paper. 


OTHER INLAND PITCHES 


Several Inland communities are vying to attract Amazon’s second headquarters. Here are some of the proposals: 


freeway 


of Perris, Riverside, Moreno Valley and 
Riverside county officials 


Perris: 34] acres along the 215 freeway 


Menifee: 600 acres north of McLaugh- 
lin Road and 150 acres east of the 215 


Murrieta: 290 acres on two sites east of 


the 215 freeway. 

San Bernardino County: 115-acre site 
in Ontario adjacent to the airport and 
122-acre site between the 10 freeway 
and Guasti Avenue. In San Bernardino, 


124 acres between the Carousel Mall and 


parts of downtown. 
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GOVERNMENT 


New trans 
politicians 
are blazing 
new trails 


Election victories of 
transgender people in 
Palm Springs, elsewhere 
called ‘beacon of hope’ 


By Casey Tolan 
ctolan@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


When Lisa Middleton was a 
12-year-old living in East Los An- 
geles, she checked out a book at 
the library about Christine Jor- 
gensen, a World War II veteran 
who became the first person to 
publicly go through sex reassign- 
ment surgery. It was after read- 
ing that book that a wide-eyed 
Middleton first came to the con- 
clusion that she was transgender. 

Fifty years later, Middleton on 
Tuesday made history after she 
was elected to the Palm Springs 
City Council, becoming the first 
transgender person elected to 
political office in California. 

She wasn’t the only one to 
make history last week: In Vir- 
ginia, voters elected the first 
transgender person to that 
state’s Legislature, and Minne- 
apolis elected two black trans- 
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BEACHES 


Whatlies 
beneath? Toilets, 
trolleys make up 
artificial reefs 


By Laylan Connelly 
Iconnelly@scng.com 
@ocbeaches on Twitter 


The goal was to create a safe 
haven for sea life off the coast 
of Malibu, so, a few decades ago, 
people chucked a few hundred 
toilets into the ocean and called 
them a reef. 

In Newport Beach, just a short 
distance from a harbor filled 
with million-dollar yachts, the 
same goal prompted people to 
build an artificial reef of their 
own, using thousands of plastic 
pipes and 1,500 old tires. 

Legend says trolleys dumped 
off the coast of Huntington 
Beach help waves break exqui- 
sitely when the right swell hits, 
an artificial-reef-turned-surf- 
spot dubbed “Box Cars.” Light 
poles stuck underwater are said 
to be a popular place anglers 
catch fish; oil platforms off Hun- 
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